Club Lotus Visit to Stealth Automotive
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Despite a glowing weather forecast the clouds gathered ominously, the temperature fell, but the rain held off. Around 60 car enthusiasts gathered to check out the new facilities, workshop, and race rally preparation at Chris Little’s Stealth Automotive business in Rural Buckland just South of the Pukekohe Race track. A clue to the serious nature of NZ Rally competition was the Helipad, Machine tool shop, and rally race simulator that various visitors took advantage of. Unfortunately two of the Evos’s had come to grief on the previous days Forest rally, and were parked up in the paddock waiting for some serious spanner work. Roger gave a demonstration of 3 Euro Wheelchair adapted vehicles, A Fiat Doblo Low floor Wheelchair access vehicle, an Automated Drive by wheelchair Renault Kangoo with remote Hydraulic tailgate/ramp access and lowering suspension, and The New Skoda Yeti that will feature a NZ design and build combination of all the previously mentioned vehicle features for wheelchair access in a conventional family oriented SUV.
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Just before a barbecue lunch visitors were treated to a Big screen display of the New Stealth Forza and Raptor model proposals. The Forza uses a hydroformed alloy tub mated to an stressed load bearing north/south LS3 V8 producing 487bhp in an 800 Kg package, which should make for decent progress with a power to weight ratio of over 600bhp/tonne, and at a target sale price of $100,000. The cars uses its own design of unequal length A arm pushrod suspension with inboard rear Discs, dispenses with doors replaced by an innovative sliding bubble canopy and seat raiser, to provide easy access for both coupe or convertible road/race motoring. Luggage capacity for 2 trundler bags, in car communications, and Helmet racks give some clue as to its intended market
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The Raptor model uses the base Forza platform to develop a whole new technology package, with active aerodynamics for braking and cornering, 4wd, Full KERs regenerative braking system, and an LS9 supercharged engine rated at 630 bhp. This together with 320bhp of conserved energy from the 4 KERS flywheels result in 950 bhp available for up to 6 seconds of explosive power, or a power to weight ratio of over 1000bhp/tonne in a 900Kg kerb weight package. All this comes at a price, $250,000 to be exact. Further details can be gleaned from www.drivenzclassic.com 

A barbecue lunch concluded an informative day, with a good cross section of guests contributing to the discussion focus group.

